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What is OvidSP?

OvidSP is the platform used to search online databases including 
MEDLINE, CINAHL, Evidence Based Medicine Reviews and others. It 
replaces the OvidWeb Gateway interface that has been in use at the Library. 
How do I access OvidSP?
Users on campus can access from the Library’s homepage.  If you will be 
using OvidSP from remote locations you will also need to request a Proxy 
account.  The link to OvidSP is on the Library’s home page at:

http://www.lib.rush.edu/library

Which databases can we access via OvidSP?
The databases accesible through OvidSP are: MEDLINE, ACP Journal 
Club, Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews, Cochrane Central 
Register of Controlled Trials, CINAHL, Health and Psychosocial 
Instruments (HAPI), and PsycInfo.  
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Click here to access the database

Click here for more information about the database
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The Ovid Search Screen

The search box below is the starting point for all OvidSP database searches.  OvidSP works 
most effectively when one subject is searched at a time.  To begin a search for journal 
articles about pain in prostatectomy patients, the search can be separated into two specific 
components:  pain and prostatectomy.  Type pain into the search box.  

The first term goes into the search box.

Click the Search button located to the right of the box.  OvidSP uses a system called 
mapping to suggest the most relevant subject headings to the words typed into the box.  

The suggested subject headings for the word pain 
are shown at left.  For this search, we are interested 
in the checkmarked subject heading.  To view other 
terms included in the subject heading pain, click the 
underlined link.  The terms below fall beneath pain in 
the MeSH tree.



SubHeadings

Subheadings help focus your search.  The Sub-
headings list changes according to the Subject 
Heading selected.  Select one or more subhead-
ings by clicking the box in front of the desired 
SubHeading.  If the user does not wish to 
choose individual subheadings, place a check 
in the Include All Subheadings box, near the 
top of the screen.  

MeSH and the MeSH Tree

The National Library of 
Medicine has created a 
system called MeSH, which 
stands for Medical Subject 
Headings.  Each article is 
read by a subject specialist 
and has MeSH terms assigned 
to it.  Articles about similar 

subjects receive similar subject terms.  MeSH terms are 
set in an arrangement called a MeSH tree.  Below is 
the MeSH tree for the search term pain.  For example, back pain is a more specific type of 
pain.  Subject headings can be used to decrease the number of results.  To retrieve results 
about back pain, check the box to the left of the term back pain and retrieve 3417 articles.  
However, in this particular search, we are interested in articles about all different types of 
pain experienced by men undergoing prostatectomy.  To select all the different articles about 
pain, check the Explode box located the right of the term pain.   The results generated will 

include every article that includes pain as an assigned subject heading.  The Focus box 
works differently.   Selecting Focus generates a search in which the subject heading is one of 
the main points of the article.   Once we have determined whether or not to Explode and/or 
Focus your search, click the                     button.  

Hits are the number of 
articles retreived by each search.
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Combining Search Terms

Next, let’s combine the searches about pain and prostatectomy together into one set.  First, 
select both sets of results by checking the boxes to the left of each set.  Then click the And 
button.  A third set will 
appear that includes 
articles found within 
the first set about pain 
and the second set about 
prostatectomy.  The third 
set is shown below.  

Set 3 contains articles 
about both subjects.

Limits

Limits help focus your search.  A limit assigns a specific parameter to your search such as 
patient gender or age, publication year, type of article (review, clinical trial, etc.) and many 
more.  To use the Limit feature, at least 
one set must be in your search history.  The 
green box below shows the most frequently 
used Limits available in the OvidSP data-
bases.

The third line represents the articles about both of the subjects: pain and prostatectomy.  
Automatically, OvidSP displays the first 10 search results.  To display all the articles 
contained in the third set, click Display at the right.  

Clicking Additional Limits at the bottom displays 
the menu at the right.



Results

A typical citation looks like this:

View the abstract by 
clicking here.  This will 

display the abstract 
without reloading the 

page.

If the Library subscribes to a journal title and has electronic access to the specific article, a 
Full Text link will be displayed at the right of the citation. Click the link that says Full Text 
to read or print the entire article.   Additionally, more information about the article can be 
found by clicking Complete Reference.  Useful areas of the Complete Reference are shown 
below.

Subject headings assigned to 
this article.  

Author contact information  

Abstract



The selected articles appear as a separate set in the search history.
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Once created, the list can be printed, emailed, or saved.  This list can also be used with a 
bibliographic management product, such as RefWorks or EndNote.  

When reviewing a set of results, each has a small box located to the left.  To create a list of 
results from your search, check the box next to each citation. 



Results Manager

The Results Manager is the section of the screen where the user can choose to email, print, 
or save the citations from their search.  The Results Manager is shown below left.  It is a 
vertical column with 5 separate sections.  Each section has a specific purpose.  

Actions Section
Provides options for the user to view, print, email or save search 
results into the format of their choice.

Results Section
Allows the user to choose which citations to output.   Users 
can select the currently displayed citations, all the citations in 
the current set (up to 250), or those citations that have been 
selected. 

Fields Section
Allows users to select how much information is included for 
each citation. 

Result Format Section
This section determines the format of the citations.  For most 
purposes the OvidSP default is fine.  To include the search 
history in the output, click the box at the bottom of this section.  

Sort Keys Section
This section gives the user the option to place the results in a 
specific order.  The Primary option selects the main sort, and the 
Secondary option selects supplementary sorts.  
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Printing, Emailing, and Saving Search Results

The Actions section of the results manager gives the user the option to 
display, print, email or save selected citations from a search.

To view selected citations, click Display.  The selected citations are displayed in a new 
screen with the links to the abstract (if available), the complete reference and the full text (if 
available).

To print the citations, click Print Preview, then use the web browser’s print function.  In 
the Print Preview view, there are no links to the abstract, complete reference or full text 
provided.

To email citations, click Email.  Specify the recipient’s email address and include a brief 
message.  

To save citations, click Save.  Choose your output format and click Continue. You must give 
the file a name before it can be saved.  
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